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went about in rickshaws when not riding* Lord Kitchener's
private carriage met us at the tonga terminus. Major Marker
received us at Snowdon, Lord Kitchener being still away
on tour, and we found luxurious quarters prepared for us;
we dined alone and had the next day to be together, Lord
Kitchener arriving with his staff in time for lunch on the
19th.

The prospect of meeting our host had been rather alarm-
ing me, for he had the name of being somewhat hard and
severe, and I could see that Douglas was nervous as to how
we would get on, particularly as I was the first lady invited
to stay by Lord Kitchener. Douglas remarked many times
that Kitchener was not at his best with women, not being
accustomed to their society and that he would be gauche
and shy with me. But I knew this already, having seen him
made a lion of society in London just after the South
African War, and it was obvious how much he hated it*
However, Lord Kitchener had his likings of the female sex
too, and many comments had then been made about a
certain lady, whom he evidently wanted to marry, but
nothing came of it. History does not relate whether it was
Lord Kitchener himself or the lady in question who was
responsible for the marriage not taking place.

The arrival caused a great stir and Douglas called me to
come down, and there stood the great man, towering over
his staff and quite devoid of words. However, the luncheon
quite broke down my nervousness and I found him most
human and considerate during the whole of our visit. At
that time the Kitchener-Curzon trouble was in full swing,
but Lord Kitchener did not mention anything about it
before me. He had, however, got what he wanted and
therefore there was no reason for him to feel aggrieved.
We played billiards when not out in the evenings and it was
amusing to see how Lord Kitchener liked to be on the
winning side!
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